Nursing management of patients receiving biological therapy.
To provide an overview of the most common toxic effects associated with biotherapy and strategies for effective patient management, predominantly in the outpatient setting. Review articles and book chapters related to nursing care of patients receiving biotherapy. Biological response modifiers can produce several toxic effects that may have a significant impact on the patient's quality of life. Additionally, biotherapy is being delivered more frequently in the ambulatory and home care settings. As the role of biotherapy expands in the treatment of cancer, oncology nurses must be attuned to the special needs of patients receiving this therapy. Nurses must be knowledgeable of not only symptom management but reimbursement and managed care issues as well.